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: sLlNCOLN PARK ~- 'l‘he man ‘who for
iyparE pushed for a court wark program to.be
ted is now helng blamed ror
8 taging it. ot

. Cou ej_lman ‘Thomsas. - Hurnhy “hag:
i mimd strong that sending nomviolent.
i out to clean up the communiw is,
: ﬂun locking them vp. - ..
g xenrs of debate, - hiz eolleagues
l}und and voted Feb. 22 to inistitute
fogran. It was supposed to begin with-
raonth, but now, almost two mornths
Jlater, ndthing has bappened. And many i
: ,_;n}‘ty are pnlntlng the finger at Murphy.

z.the council unanimously spproved

......

“igMbgtitton giving the 25th District Court
é s fdiction, to: hire a sppervisor. t67rh -
;Murphy met with the 1ndges,
Moo hire a friend of his.
_iet,asamst. that because the man be
p }lured was a fqrmer employee of the

threatened ta.cancel the program complete—
1 :

R {4 has come to my awention that ﬂlere is
-not & clear consensus from the mayor and
co\mcil concerning the staffing and opera-
tlpn -of the -court work program,” Judge
David Zelenak wrote in an April 8 letter to
thie city. “Accordingly, the program will not
he initiated at this time.”

According to a letter he wrote to his col-
leagues, Murpby had planned to put forth
his friend’s name at Monday night's City
Council meeting to he hired for the job.
When it became apparent he didn't have
"the support needed, the man withdrew his
name.

WOﬂnng under the du-ectwe of the court
in hiring .a program supervisor, Zelenak
said, his staff will now begid interviewiug

v wfor the phsition. After advertising the job
{ast month, he said, 10 applications were

recewed

“We see the validity of a court work pro-
gram, but, at some point.in'time, this has all
become too political where it should not
have,” Zelenak said. .

“There wis too much going on that could
affect the independence and the validity of.

the program. There’s a good chance this

program can be up and running in a heart-
beat, but it must be free from political inﬂu-
ence.'

As it will be the judges who decide whleh
people to send to the court work program,
Councilman Mark Kandes said, it's impor-
tant that they are given the authority to
operate it.

“The only way this program is going to
run correctly is if the judges are happy with
the program, are on board with it and are
ahle to form the program in the direction
they want, without any outside distractions
and pressures,” Kandes said,

Couneilman Frank Vaslo.said he’s unsure
why Murphy did what he did, When the

%,,__udge* Court plan now ‘too political’

. "court who was laid off last year, the judges

issue was voted on mikiir ¥ ht the ¢
meeting, it was Murphy who propose
ing the hiring authority to the court. /
meeting, Vaslo publicly praised Murp
pulling the program together.

Now, he said, his colleague has go:
far.

“Because of what I see'as anatten
Councilman Murphy to engage in cro
and favoritism in the hiring practic
program was jeopardized,” Vaslo saic

“When it was obvieus his man -
going to get the job, Mr. Mucrphy me
and 40,000 residents are mow with
court work program. I have every
dence in the Lincoln Park judiciar
they will choose a supervxsor based or
gualifications and experience and r
their relationship with ane councilpe:

Murphy did not return a phone ‘cail
ing comment for this story.

Contact Staff Writer Jason Alley :
ley@heritage.cam or at 1-734-246-0867.
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threatened to cancel the program cnmplet&
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St has coma to my auention that there is
-not & clear consensus front the mayor and
conncil concerning the staffing and opera-
tion -of the -court work program,” Judge
David Zelenak wrote In an Aprll 8 lelter to
thie city. “Accordingly, the program will not
he initiated at this time.”

Accordiog to a letter he wrote to his col-
leagues, Murphy had planred to put forth
his friend’s name at Monday night’s City
Council meeting to be hired for the job.
When il became apparent he didn't have
"the support ceeded, the mar withdrew his
‘name.

Working under the du'ectwe of the court
in"birlng .a program supervisor, Zelenak
said, bis staff will now begid interviawiog
«for” the pnsman. After advertising the job

tast month, he said, 10 applications were

received,

“We see the validity of a court work pro-
gram, but, at some point in'time, this has all
become too political where it should not
have,” Zelenak said.

“There was too much going on that could
affect the independence and the validity ef.

the program. There’s 2 goed chance this

program can be up and running in a heart-
beat, but it must be free from political inl‘lu—
ence.’'

As it will be the judges who decide which
people to send to the court work program,
Councilman Mark Kandes said, it's impor-
tant that they are given the authority to
operate it.

“The only way this pmgram is going to
run cogrectly is if the judges are happy with
the program, are on board with it and are
able to form the program in the direction
they want, without any outside distractions
and pressures,” Kaades said,

Councilman Frank Vaslo.said he’s unsure
why Murphy did what he did. When the

issue’ was voted on lnlklmy bt ihe ¢
meeting, it was Murphy who Propost
ing the hiring authorlly to the court. s
meeting, Vasle pub publlcly praised Murp

pulling the program together.

; Now, he said, his colleague has g0
ar.

“Because of what I see as an atten
Councilman Murphy toc engage in cro
and favoritism in the hiring practic
program was jeopardized,’ Vaslo saic

“When it was obvious his man -
going to get the job, Mr. Murply me
and 40,000 residents are now with
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